S2520

facilitating or promoting payments for
acts of terrorism.
S. 3336
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3336, a bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act with respect to the
scheduling of fentanyl-related sub-
stances, and for other purposes.
S. 3546
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3546, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the amend-
ments made to reporting of third party
network transactions by the American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021.
S. 3854
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. SINEMA), the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS), the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), the Senator
from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) and the Sen-
ator from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY)
were added as cosponsors of S. 3854, a
bill to amend title 38, United States
Code, to improve certain programs of
the Department of Veterans Affairs for
home and community based services
for veterans, and for other purposes.
S. 3904
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3904, a bill to enhance the
cybersecurity of the Healthcare and
Public Health Sector.
S. 4003
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) and the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL)
were added as cosponsors of S. 4003, a
bill to amend the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to pro-
vide for training on alternatives to use
of force, de-escalation, and mental and
behavioral health and suicidal crises.
S. 4190
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4190, a bill to provide for the inde-
pendent and objective conduct and su-
pervision of audits and investigations
relating to the programs and oper-
ations funded with amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available to
Ukraine for military, economic, and
humanitarian aid.
S. CON. RES. 38
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 38, a concurrent resolution
declaring a state of emergency due to
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, in
order to establish a waiver of the min-
imum tonnage requirements of section
55305 of title 46, United States Code.
S. CON. RES. 39
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
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DURBIN), the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA), the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH), the Senator from Rhode
Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator
from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN), the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were added
as cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 39, a con-
current resolution honoring the
1,000,000 individuals who have died from
COVID-19 in the United States.

S. RES. 547

At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 547, a resolution recognizing the
201st anniversary of Greek Independ-
ence and celebrating democracy in
Greece and the United States.

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, and Ms. WARREN):

S. 4221. A bill to amend title 5,
United States Code, to achieve parity
between the cost-of-living adjustment
with respect to an annuity under the
Federal Employees Retirement System
and an annuity under the Civil Service
Retirement System, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
to speak in support of the Equal COLA
Act, which I introduced today.

The Federal Government’s workforce
is central to protecting our national
security and delivering critical serv-
ices to hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans. As such, it is essential that the
Federal Government attract and retain
an effective workforce and, once their
service is complete, ensure retirees re-
ceive the dignified retirement that
they deserve.

Unfortunately, in 1986, Congress cre-
ated a two-tiered system that now pre-
vents nearly 800,000 retired Federal em-
ployees from receiving a full cost-of-
living adjustment when consumer
prices increase more than 2 percent
from year to year.

In January, some Federal retirees re-
ceived 5.9 percent COLA. However,
other Federal retirees received only a
4.9 percent increase due to this policy,
which fails to protect retired employ-
ees who are living on a fixed income.

That is why I am proud to introduce
this legislation to fix this unfair sys-
tem and ensure that all retired Federal
employees receive full retirement bene-
fits that keep up with the cost of liv-
ing.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
support of this bill to ensure that re-
tired Federal employees no longer pay
the price of a misguided law and that
their benefits fully keep pace with the
cost of living.

May 16, 2022
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 632—CALL-
ING FOR THE IMMEDIATE RE-
LEASE OF RUSSIAN OPPOSITION
LEADER VLADIMIR KARA-
MURZA, WHO WAS UNJUSTLY
DETAINED ON APRIL 11, 2022

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. RISCH, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. WICKER,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. SULLIVAN, and Mr. GRASS-
LEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 632

Whereas Vladimir Vladimirovich Kara-
Murza (referred to in this preamble as ‘‘Mr.
Kara-Murza’’) has tirelessly worked for dec-
ades to advance the cause of freedom, democ-
racy, and human rights for the people of the
Russian Federation;

Whereas, in retaliation for his advocacy,
two attempts have been made on Mr. Kara-
Murza’s life, as—

(1) on May 26, 2015, Mr. Kara-Murza fell ill
with symptoms indicative of poisoning and
was hospitalized; and

(2) on February 2, 2017, he fell ill with simi-
lar symptoms and was placed in a medically
induced coma;

Whereas independent investigations con-
ducted by Bellingcat, the Insider, and Der
Spiegel found that the same unit of the Fed-
eral Security Service of the Russian Federa-
tion responsible for poisoning Mr. Kara-
Murza was responsible for poisoning Russian
opposition leader Alexei Navalny and activ-
ists Timur Kuashev, Ruslan
Magomedragimov, and Nikita Isayev;

Whereas, on February 24, 2022, Vladimir
Putin launched another unprovoked, unjusti-
fied, and illegal invasion into Ukraine in
contravention of the obligations freely un-
dertaken by the Russian Federation to re-
spect the territorial integrity of Ukraine
under the Budapest Memorandum of 1994, the
Minsk protocols of 2014 and 2015, and inter-
national law;

Whereas, on March 5, 2022, Vladimir Putin
signed a law criminalizing the distribution of
truthful statements about the invasion of
Ukraine by the Russian Federation and man-
dating up to 15 years in prison for such of-
fenses;

Whereas, since February 24, 2022, Mr. Kara-
Murza has used his voice and platform to
join more than 15,000 citizens of the Russian
Federation in peacefully protesting the war
against Ukraine and millions more who si-
lently oppose the war;

Whereas, on April 11, 2022, five police offi-
cers arrested Mr. Kara-Murza in front of his
home and denied his right to an attorney,
and the next day Mr. Kara-Murza was sen-
tenced to 15 days in prison for disobeying a
police order;

Whereas, on April 22, 2022, the Investiga-
tive Committee of the Russian Federation
charged Mr. Kara-Murza with violations
under the law signed on March 5, 2022, for his
fact-based statements condemning the inva-
sion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation;

Whereas Mr. Kara-Murza was then placed
into pretrial detention and ordered to be
held until at least June 12, 2022; and

Whereas, if convicted of those charges, Mr.
Kara-Murza faces detention in a penitentiary
system that human rights nongovernmental
organizations have criticized for widespread
torture, ill-treatment, and suspicious deaths
of prisoners: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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